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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or 
participating from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Advent, which we continue today, is one of 
expectation and preparation, as the Church begins to celebrate the 
coming of Christ in his incarnation at Christmas and looks ahead to his 
final coming as judge at the end of time. 
 
We are following Government and Church of England 
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of 
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and 
others by: 

- Maintaining a 2m distance from others, with no mingling 
between households 

- Sanitising your hands 
- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards, and sit in 

places marked with a green tick. 
There will be no collection plate passed around today, 
but please give generously to support St James. You can 

- Leave a cash donation (including brown envelopes) in the plate 
provided on your way in or out of Church 

- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please 
speak to Rev Charles about this) 

- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 
(the QR code will take you to this page. 
Please note that a small proportion of 
your donation does not reach the 
Church)  

- Make an electronic donation via bank transfer or standing 
order. 
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The Gathering 
 
Rev Charles will welcome us to the service and take us through some 
notices. 
 

Advent Acclamation 
 
Christ is the light of the world! 
All: In him there is no darkness 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 
When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

cf 1 Corinthians 4.5 
Lord of grace and truth, 
we confess our unworthiness 
to stand in your presence as your children. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
The Virgin Mary accepted your call 
to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
Your Son our Saviour 
was born in poverty in a manger. 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
The shepherds left their flocks 
to go to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
The wise men followed the star 
to find Jesus the King. 
Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
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May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
God our redeemer, 
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See 
now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ 3 Nathan 
said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live 
in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I 
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders[a] of Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?’ 8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says 
the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, 
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 
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great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 
formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I 
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you 
that the Lord will make you a house. 

16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me;[c] your 
throne shall be established for ever. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Romans 16:25-27 

 
25 Now to God[m] who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that 
was kept secret for long ages 26 but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic 
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom[n] be the glory for ever! Amen.[o] 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Music for Reflection – Hills of the North, Rejoice 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
	  

 1 Hills of the North, rejoice, 
 echoing songs arise, 
 hail with united voice 
 him who made earth and skies; 
 he comes in righteousness and love, 
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 he brings salvation from above. 
 
2 Isles of the Southern seas, 
 sing to the listening earth, 
 carry on every breeze 
 hope of a world's new birth: 
 in Christ shall all be made anew, 
 his word is sure, his promise true. 
 
3 Lands of the East, arise, 
 he is your brightest morn, 
 greet him with joyous eyes, 
 praise shall his path adorn: 
 the God whom you have longed to know 
 in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 
 
4 Shores of the utmost West, 
 lands of the setting sun, 
 welcome the heavenly guest 
 in whom the dawn has come: 
 he brings a never-ending light 
 who triumphed o'er our darkest night. 
 
5 Shout, as you journey on, 
 songs be in every mouth, 
 lo, from the North they come, 
 from East and West and South: 
 in Jesus all shall find their rest, 
 in him the sons of earth be blest. 
 
Editors of Englsh Praise (1975) based on Charles E Oakley (1832-1865) 
© Oxford University Press 

 
 
 
 



	   9	  

Gospel Reading – Luke 1:26-38 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’[b] 29 But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30 The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour 
with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He 
will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.’ 34 Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’[c] 35 The 
angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[d] will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38 Then Mary said, ‘Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 
angel departed from her. 
 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
 
God will speak peace to his people, 
to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

 
Music for Reflection – A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 A great and mighty wonder, 
 a full and holy cure, 
 the Virgin bears the Infant 
 with virgin-honour pure. 
 Repeat the hymn again!  
 'To God on high be glory,  
 and peace on earth to men!'  
   
2 The Word becomes incarnate 
 and yet remains on high. 
 And Cherubim sing anthems 
 to shepherds from the sky. 
 Refrain 
 
3 Since all he comes to ransom, 
 by all be he adored, 
 the Infant born in Bethl'em, 
 the Saviour and the Lord. 
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 Refrain 
 
4 And idol forms shall perish, 
 and error shall decay, 
 and Christ shall wield his sceptre, 
 our Lord and God for ay. 
 Refrain 
 
Mega Kai paradoxon thauma Germanus (c.634-c.732)  
Translated John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because your Son our Lord was awaited by the prophets, 
announced by an angel, 
conceived by a virgin, 
and proclaimed at last to men and women of every race. 
 And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
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Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
	  
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All   Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Awaiting his coming in glory, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
	  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
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If you are joining with the service online, you might like to say this prayer of 
spiritual communion: 
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing … 
 
 

The Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
Please leave Church one household at a time, waiting for 

the direction of the stewards. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England ©2000 
Archbishops’ Council. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 


